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Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

• Industrialization helped ‘kick start’ urbanization 

• How? 

– The concentration of factory jobs in cities 

– People leaving rural areas move to cities for jobs 

– Immigrants choose cities as a place to settle and 
work 

• All these elements added to the growth of cities like 
Montreal  in the late 1800s- early 1900s 

• Urbanization = growth of cities in terms of 
population increases and the increase in the size of a 
city 

 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

• How did the 1st phase of Industrialization 
affect the urban territory? 

–The development of the ‘Working Class’ 
and working class  neighborhoods 

–  The development of the ‘Business Class’ 
and business class neighborhoods 

–Widening of Canals (notes 1.5) 

–Increase in public transportation 
 



• What assumptions can 
you make about the 
people in this picture? 

• What leads you to make 
these assumptions? 

• Working class 
neighborhood n Quebec 
City in 1890 

• We will call the boy with 
his head turned 
“Nicolas” 
 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-
mccord.qc.ca/scripts/large.php?Lang=1&accessnumber=MP-1978.187.15&idImage=232416> 



• What assumptions can 
you make about the 
people in this picture? 

• What leads you to make 
these assumptions? 

• Wealthy family – The 
Notmans  family 
owned a photography 
studio in Montreal 

• We will call the older girl 
“Helen” 
 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-
mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/I-63666.1> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

• The Working Class  people who worked in 
factories 

• Men, women and children 

• These people lived in ‘working class 
neighborhoods’ 

• Working class neighborhoods did not come with 
‘nice’ living conditions  

• Working class neighborhoods in Montreal during 
the 1st phase of industrialization: Griffintown, St. 
Henri, Lachine… 



1st Phase of industrialization 
Artistic depiction of Montreal in 1888: Notice the factory smoke stacks near the 
river and not on the mountain – why?... 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/scripts/viewobject.php?section=162&Lang=1&tourID=CW_VieUrbaine_EN&seqNumber=1> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

• What were some characteristics of the working class 
neighborhoods in Montreal in the late 19th century? 

– Houses close to factories 

– Unhygienic living conditions (dirty) 

– Poorly ventilated houses usually made of wood (cold in 
winter) 

– Overcrowded houses 

– Outdoor toilets and open sewers that didn’t work! 

– Pollution from factories  poor air quality 

– Floods in the spring 

– Spread of diseases was frequent = high mortality rate 

 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

Left & Right: Photographs of working class homes in Montreal  (St. Henri) – 
around 1903. Often times, more than one family would occupy these homes. 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-
mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/II-146722> 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-
mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/II-146359> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

Flooding in Chaboillez Square-Montreal. 1886 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/MP-0000.236.9> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

Flooding in Chaboillez Square-Montreal. 1886 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/MP-1989.15.44> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

Left: St. Margaret Street –  1910. Streets that were 
not stone or paved could have been considered 
unsanitary (garbage/human waste/animal waste). 
Top: Montreal Pure Milk Company -1910. Horses 
were used regularly. However, their waste may have 
been left on the streets for days while people were 
exposed to the waste. Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-

mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/MP-0000.825.8> 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/MP-
1991.40.2> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

Photograph: 
Missie McKeogh  

deceased child, Montreal, QC, 1863 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-
mccord.qc.ca/scripts/imagedownload.php?accessNumber=I-
6095.1&Lang=1&imageID=142369&format=large> 

“The mortality rate, especially 
among children, was very high 
during the second half of the 
19th century. Drinking water and 
unpasteurized milk, which were 
often contaminated, were a 
threat to health and the cause of 
many illnesses. Among children, 
the most deadly diseases then 
were typhoid, tuberculosis, 
diphtheria, measles, rubella, 
scarlet fever, whooping cough, 
cholera, diarrhea, dysentery and 
jaundice. The working classes 
were most affected by infant 
mortality, but it also wreaked 
havoc in the wealthier classes.” 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

• These living conditions in working class neighborhoods led 
to the spread of epidemics 

• Epidemic = serious diseases that spread quickly and can 
be fatal 

• 1885  Smallpox epidemic kills 3000 people in Montreal 

• What was done to help stop this? 

• 1886  Quebec government established the “Quebec 
Provincial board of Health”  which implemented the 
“Public Health Act” 

• With this came the study of epidemics and public 
awareness campaigns  educating people on hygiene 
and vaccinations 

 

 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

Cartoon: Montreal's Night-
Mayor on his Ghostly 
Rounds. Depicting the state 
of sanitation and spread of 
diseases in Montreal 
working class 
neighborhoods- 1875 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/M992X.5.82> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

• The “Business Class”  Wealthy people who owned 
factories in urban areas like Montreal (usually 
men/families of British origin) 

• These people lived in ‘upper class’ neighborhoods 

• Living conditions in these neighborhoods were 
much better than in Working class neighborhoods 

• Upper class neighborhoods in Montreal during the 
1st phase of industrialization: Westmount, 
Outremont, Golden Square Mile… 

 

 

 
 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

• What were some characteristics of the upper class 
neighborhoods in Montreal in the late 19th century? 

– Far away from factories (no pollution) 

– Far away from working class neighborhoods 

– Large houses with running water and 
electricity  properly build  warm in winter 

– Yard space 

– ‘On the mountain’  nice view of the city 

–Close to parks and green space 

 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

 

 
 

Mrs. Snyder’s Residence. Westmount-Montreal. 1894 

Source: McCord Museum Online.<http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/MP-1991.40.2> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

Inside Mrs. Snyder’s Residence. Westmount-Montreal. 1894 

Source: McCord Museum Online.<http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/scripts/imagedownload.php?accessNumber=II-114794&Lang=1&imageID=143472&format=large> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

 

 
 

Residence of W.R. Miller- Stanley Street, Montreal. 1896 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/fr/collection/artefacts/II-116161> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

Mount Royal lookout-Montreal- 1906 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/MP-0000.1750.8.2> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

• Public transportation infrastructure in Montreal 
during the 1st phase of industrialization 

–Urbanization = growing city/growing 
population in Montreal 

–People need to move from place to place 
quickly to get to work, banks, etc.  

– The municipal (city) government built 
streetcars/tramways to help move people 
quickly around Montreal 

 

 
 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

 

 
 

Trolley car- Ste. Catharine Street, Montreal- 1894 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/MP-1980.394.103> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Living Conditions 

 

 
 

Electric trolley car snowplough- Montreal- 1895 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/VIEW-2816> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Working Conditions 

• During the 1st phase of industrialization  working 
conditions were horrible 
– 6 day work weeks of 60 to 70 hours (sometimes MORE) 

– Dangerous / unsanitary work spaces in factories 

• Too cold, too hot, machinery could cut off limbs or worse, 
minimal to no ventilation 

– Physical/verbal abuse from supervisors  

– No sick days  

– No compensation if injured on the job  people were even 
laid-off (fired) 

– Child labour 

– Women & children paid less than men for the same work 

 

 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Working Conditions 

• Why were working conditions so horrible? 

– Factory owners and supervisors knew the workers 
NEEDED a job and there were many people ready to 
take a job if there was an opening  people would do 
anything for work 

• Why were children working? 

– Wages were so low that sometimes EVERY member of a 
family had to work to support the needs of the family 

– 1879  25% of boys aged 11-14 were working 

– Child labour was a common thing and conditions for 
children were difficult  including physical abuse in 
factories 

 



Weekly salaries in Montréal  1889 
 

Type of work Men Women Children 

Cotton weaving 
 

$4.80-
$6.00 

$4.50-$4.80 $1.50-$5.00 

Clothing/textiles $6.00-
$9.00 

$3.50-$5.00 ----------- 

Tobacco $6.00-
$8.50 

$1.50-$3.75 $1.50-$5.00 

Shoe making $6.00-
$16.00 

$1.50-$7.00 ----------- 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Working Conditions 

Inside the foundry room 
of a factory that builds 
engines.  
Poorly ventilated and very 
high temperatures 
Laurie Engine Company, 
Montreal - 1897 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/II-119010> 



Late 19th Century:  
Industrialization, Urbanization & Working Conditions 

Young woman 
starching collars to 
be sown on shirts- 
Montreal 1901 

Source: McCord Museum Online. <http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/scripts/imagedownload.php?accessNumber=MP-
1985.31.181&Lang=1&imageID=154954&format=large> 



Late 19th Century:  
Working Conditions & the Workers’ Movement 

• How did workers fight for better working conditions in the 
late 19th century? 

– Workers realized that they needed to band together in 
order to demand changes in the workplace and 
working conditions  influence owners & government 

– Unions  groups of workers that organize themselves 
to demand better working conditions  reduced 
working hours, insurance is injured or sick 

– 1872  The federal government recognized that 
unions were legal and were allowed to strike  many 
complications didn’t allowed unions to ‘officially strike’ 
until the 1890s 

 

 



• Unions began operating 
around 1881 

• Knights of Labour (1881) 
became the largest (from 
USA) 

• Starting in 1910  the 
Catholic Church started to 
organize unions  mainly in 
Quebec  response to 
American unions in Quebec 

• Unions were not extremely 
strong until the 1930s 

 

Late 19th Century:  
Working Conditions & the Workers’ Movement 

Knights of Labour Insignia 

Source: Canadian Encyclopedia Online. 
<https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/knights-of-labor> 



Late 19th Century:  
Working Conditions & the Workers’ Movement 

• How did the government react? 

– 1885  Quebec Factories Act  minimum age for 
factory work set at 12 years old for boys and 14 
years old for girls / limited the number of hours 
one can work in a week 

– 1886  Canadian government established the 
Royal Commission on the Relations of Labour and 
Capital  report by 1889  recommend that the 
government establish laws on working hours per 
week, minimum age to work and worker 
compensation  

 

 

 



Late 19th Century:  
Working Conditions & the Workers’ Movement 

• Workers started to use 
pressure tactics to influence 
both companies & the 
government 

• Public protests & strikes 

• Government started to 
listen to unions 

• Workers started to gain 
power 

• More workers unionized = 
more votes! 

• Government had to give 
into some demands 

 
 

 

Male supervisors, women & children workers 
in a textile shop –Unknown location in 
Quebec- Early 1900s 

Source: Wikipedia 



Montreal Port Workers Strike 1877 

Late 19th Century:  
Working Conditions & the Workers’ Movement 

Source: McCord Museum Online.<http://collections.musee-mccord.qc.ca/scripts/printobject.php?accessNumber=M979.87.5000&Lang=1&imageID=165622> 


