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Expanding Canada’s Territory after 1867 

• After July 1st, 1867: 
– 4 provinces: Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova 

Scotia 

– Quebec & Ontario’s territory only a fraction of what they 
are today 

– A large portion of Canada as we know it now was called 
either ‘Rupert’s Land’ OR ‘The Northwest Territories’ 

– These territories belonged to the Hudson Bay Company 
but were forced to merge the territories together  
keeping the name ‘The Northwest Territories’ 

– By 1870  ‘The Northwest Territories’ were sold to 
Canada for £ 300,000 

• £ = British Pound (it is like our $) 

 



Expanding Canada’s Territory after 1867 

Source: Fortin, S., Lapointe, D., Lavoie, R. & Parent, A. Reflections.qc.ca.: 1840 to Our Times.  Cheneliere Education. 2017. Page 50 

 

 

 

 

Map of the Dominion of Canada after July 1st, 1867 



Expanding Canada’s Territory after 1867 

Source: Fortin, S., Lapointe, D., Lavoie, R. & Parent, A. Reflections.qc.ca.: 1840 to Our Times.  Cheneliere Education. 2017. Page 84 

 

 

 

 

Map of the Dominion of Canada between 1867 and 1873 



Expanding Canada’s Territory after 1867 

• Purchasing this territory was part of John A. 
MacDonald’s (JAM) ‘policy of expansion’ 

• Why did Canada want to buy Rupert’s Land & The 
North Western Territories? 

1. To stop the Americans from surrounding Canada 
(Remember the expression ‘Manifest Destiny’?)  the 
USA already bought Alaska from the Russians in 1867 

2. To have more land for potential immigrants from Europe 
who may want to settle in Canada 

3. More immigrants = larger population = more people to 
buy Canadian made goods = stronger internal economy 

 

 

 



The Métis People 

• Who were/are the Métis people? 

• Late 1860s  a group of people living in the Red 
River Region  what is now Southern 
Manitoba/Winnipeg 

• The Métis were/are of mixed ascendancy  ‘White’ 
Europeans (predominantly French but also Scottish) 
& Indigenous ancestry (Cree, Ojibwe, Dakota, Lakota 
and others) 

• In the late 1860s  10,000 Métis in the Red river 
region  Mostly Francophone and Catholic 

• Subsistence activities included: Bison hunting, 
agriculture, trade (mainly furs) 

 
 

 

 



The Métis People 

 

 

 

 

A Metis Family in North Dakota -1883 

Source: Canadian Geographic. <https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/toward-metis-homeland> 



The Canadian Government & Land Settlement 

• After the unofficial inclusion of the Northwest 
Territories in 1869 (official in 1870)  many new 
Anglophone/protestant settlers moved on the 
Red River region for land 

• After 1869  The Canadian government set up 
laws to help/make it easy for new settlers to 
‘acquire’ land within the Northwest Territories 

• The federal government sent out land surveyors 
to map out land that could be used for settlers  
land that was good for agriculture 

 

 

 



The Canadian Government & Land Settlement 

 

 

 

Land Surveyors around Red River late 1870s-early 1880s 

Source: University of Manitoba. <http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/archives/digital/red_river_cartes_visite/land_survey.html> 



The Canadian Government & Land Settlement 

• The surveyors mapped out sections of 10KM 
square  then divided each square into 36 
sections of 640 acres  then each of these 
sections was divided into 4 subsections of 160 
acre square parcels of land 

• Each parcel of 160 = 1 LAND GRANT = 1 section 
of land someone could own 

• When mapped out, regions like the Red River 
region looked like a piece of graph paper when 
viewed on a surveyor’s map 

 

 

 



The Canadian Government & Land Settlement 

• By 1872  the surveyors had completed their 
task 

• The Canadian government then established the 
Dominion Lands Act (law) 

• A settler could pay a $10 fee for one of the 160 
land grants  

• After 3 years  if the settler cleared 2-3 acres for 
agriculture and built a permanent house, the 
land was theirs for FREE 

• What was the point of the Dominions Land Act? 

• To promote the settlement of Western Canada 
 

 

 



The Canadian Government & Land Settlement 

 

 

 

A Land Grant Paper -1887 

This paper is 
similar to what 
a settler in the 
Red river 
region may 
have received  
in the 1870s 

Source: Canadian Encyclopedia Online. <https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/dominion-lands-policy> 



The Canadian Government & Land Settlement 

 

 

 

En example of how a section of territory was divided up by land surveyors  

Source: Manitoba Historical Society.<http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/transactions/3/landsettlement.shtml> 



The Canadian Government & Land Settlement 

• How did the Métis view the Canadian government’s 
attempt to settle Western Canada? 

• None of this sat well with the Métis people  the 
Métis were concerned their way of life and culture 
would vanish with the arrival of the new settlers and 
eventually the Transcontinental Railway 

• The colonization of the West lead to conflicts 
between the Métis (who wanted to assert their 
rights) on one side and settlers/Candian government 
on the other side 

• There would eventually be 2 major conflicts in 1869 
& 1885 

 
 

 

 



The Red River Rebellion-1869 

• After watching the work of the surveyors  the Métis 
decided to set up a committee to defend the land 
rights and culture of the Métis 

• Louis Riel  an articulate Métis man  designated as 
the leader of the committee 

• In addition  the Métis disrupted the surveyor’s 
work and took control of a Canadian fort  “Fort 
Garry” (where is modern day Winnipeg) 

• In the same year  the committee set up a 
PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT to negotiate with the 
federal government 

• PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT = can be considered an 
‘unofficial’ or temporary government during a time of 
unrest 
 

 
 

 



The Red River Rebellion-1869 

The Metis Provisional Government in 1870 

Source: Fortin, S., Lapointe, D., Lavoie, R. & Parent, A. Reflections.qc.ca.: 1840 to Our Times.  Cheneliere Education. 2017. Page 86 

 

 

 

 



The Red River Rebellion-1869 

 

 

 

 

Louis Riel in 1865 

Source: Collections Canada. <http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayItem&lang=eng&rec_nbr=3228116> 



The Red River Rebellion-1869 

• The Métis provisional government demanded the 
negotiation of their land rights and 
language/culture 

• In addition  the Métis wanted their territory to 
be included into the Canadian Federation 

• JAM decided to enter into negotiations with the 
Métis  by July 1870  the Manitoba Act was 
established 

• Manitoba Act = the creation of the province of 
Manitoba (much smaller than what Manitoba is 
today) and its entry into the Canadian Federation 

 
 

 

 



The Red River Rebellion-1869 

Canada after the 
Manitoba Act of 
1870 
• Notice the 

small square 
which was  
Manitoba at 
the time  
much smaller 
than it is now 

Source: Collections Canada. <https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/obj/023001/f1/1870-v5-e.jpg> 



The Red River Rebellion-1869 
• In addition to Manitoba’s entry into the Canadian Federation  

many of the demands of the Métis were also respected in the 
Manitoba Act 
– That a portion of the public lands be appropriated to the 

benefit of schools, the building of bridges, roads and public 
buildings. 

– That the English and French languages be common in the 
legislature and courts and that all public documents and acts of 
legislature be published in both languages. 

– That treaties be concluded and ratified between the Dominion 
Government and the several tribes of Indians in the territory to 
ensure peace on the frontier. 

– That we (Manitoba)  have fair and full representation in the 
Canadian parliament. 

– That all privileges, customs and usages existing at the time of 
the transfer be respected (including land rights for Métis) 

– Establishment of denominational schools for Protestants AND 
Catholics 
 

 
 
 

 



The Red River Rebellion-1869 

• Despite the fact that the federal government 
negotiated with the Métis  many Anglo-protestants 
still had problems with the Métis 

• Many Anglo-protestant settlers did not respect the 
rights of the Métis even after the Manitoba Act 

• Early 1870  One group of male settlers attacked 
Fort Garry under Métis control  several were 
arrested by Riel 

• Riel let many of the men go if they promised to obey 
the Métis provisional government 

• One man  Thomas Scott (Irish protestant and anti 
Francophone) refused and threatened Riel 

 

 
 

 

 



The Red River Rebellion-1869 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Scott in the late 
1860s 

Source: The Canadian Encyclopedia Online. <https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/thomas-scott> 



The Red River Rebellion-1869 

• Riel took exception to Scott and sentenced him to 
death by execution in March of 1870 

• This created an even bigger divide between 
Francophones and Anglophones across Canada 

• The Métis Rebellions were seen in different ways, 
depending on religion/language 

• Many Francophones saw the Métis and Riel as 
heroes standing up for French-Catholic rights 

• Many Anglophones saw the Métis and Riel as 
horrible criminals 

 

 

 

 

 



The Red River Rebellion-1869 

Canadian Illustrated New  depiction of the execution of Thomas Scott- 1870 



The Red River Rebellion-1869 
• The promises made during the Manitoba Act did not last 

long 

• In the years that came after the act  the number of 
Anglophone settlers increased in Manitoba  creating a 
scenario where the Métis were outnumbered within the 
territory and within the Manitoba government 

• Laws to take land belonging to the Métis were 
established 

• Separate schools and the rights for Francophones to 
have French schooling was lost in 1890 

• By 1891  Francophones represented only a small 
portion of Manitoba’s population 

• Many of the Métis moved further West as a result of 
these events 

 
 

 
 

 

 



The North-West Rebellions-1885 

• After the first rebellion  Louis Riel fled to the 
United States  many bounty hunters were 
after him AND the Canadian government had a 
plan to arrest him due to the execution of 
Thomas Scott 

• Riel lived in the USA for 15 years, at times in 
hiding 

• He worked many jobs and started a family 

• However, by 1884, Riel returned to Canada to 
once again help the Métis 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The North-West Rebellions-1885 

• By 1884  many Métis left Manotoba and 
settled in what is now Central Saskatchewan  
Duck Lake and Batoche 

• Same scenario as 15 years prior  settlers and 
the Transcontinental Railway (we will talk about 
this rail more in notes 1.13) reduced the land 
used by the Métis 

• Upon his return  Riel setup another 
provisional government 

• However, the federal government met the 
provisional government with force not 
negotiations 

 
 

 
 

 

 



The North-West Rebellions-1885 

• Early 1885  Several small battles broke out 
between the Métis and their Indigenous allies & 
the local police/militia forces 

• Eventually Canadian soldiers used the newly 
build Transcontinental railway to travel West 
fairly quickly 

• These soldiers outnumbered the Métis and 
their Indigenous allies 

• Several Battles across what is now 
Saskatchewan and Alberta broke out  the 
battles of Frog Lake, Batoche, Fish Lake 

 
 

 
 

 

 



The North-West Rebellions-1885 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map of the 2 main Metis Rebellions  

Source: Fortin, S., Lapointe, D., Lavoie, R. & Parent, A. Reflections.qc.ca.: 1840 to Our Times.  Cheneliere Education. 2017. Page 85 

 

 

 

 



The North-West Rebellions-1885 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artistic Depiction of the Battle of Batoche 

Source: Government of Canada-Canadian Armed Forces. <http://cmhg-phmc.forces.gc.ca/cmh-pmc/image-531-eng.aspx?page_id=564&pedisable=true> 



The North-West Rebellions-1885 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph of the Battle of Batoche 

Source: Wikipedia. <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Batoche#/media/File:HostilitiesOpenAtBatoche.jpg> 



The North-West Rebellions-1885 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph of the battlefield after the Battle of Duck Lake  

Source: Saskatchewan Archives Council. <http://sain.scaa.sk.ca/items/battle-field-duck-lake> 



The North-West Rebellions-1885 

• The sheer number of Candian soldiers 
overwhelmed the Métis and their Indigenous 
allies 

• By May of 1885  most of the fighting was 
over 

• Many Métis and other Indigenous leaders 
during the rebellion were arrested 

• Riel was the only person tried for high-reason 
against the federal government 

• Riel was found guilty and was executed by 
hanging on September 16th, 1885 

 
 

 
 

 

 



The North-West Rebellions-1885 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph of the trial of Louis Riel- 1885 

Source: Wikipedia. <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trial_of_Louis_Riel#/media/File:RielAtTrial.jpg> 



Political Consequences of the Métis Uprisings 

• It is important to understand that the 2 
uprisings/rebellions touched other parts of 
Canada 

• Since 1867  French Canadiens did not 
necessarily trust English Canadiens 

• The “Riel Affair” furthered this mistrust 

• Many French Canadiens saw Riel as a hero 
standing up for Francophone/minority rights in 
Canada 

• They felt as though the federal government did 
not respect Francophone/minorities in Canada 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Political Consequences of the Métis Uprisings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artistic depiction of the 
hanging of Louis Riel 

Source: Bibliotheques et Archives Nationale du Québec. <http://numerique.banq.qc.ca/patrimoine/details/52327/1955931> 



Political Consequences of the Métis Uprisings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Political cartoon 
showing the struggle 
of Macdonald to keep 
both Francophones 
and Anglophones 
happy during the “Riel 
Affair” 

Source: Wiki Commons. <https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/John_Wilson_Bengough_1885-08-29_A_Riel_Ugly_Position_%28cropped%29.jpg> 



Political Consequences of the Métis Uprisings 

French leaflet depicting 
Louis Riel as a 
hero/martyr -1885  

Source: “Ontario 400”. <http://ontario400.ca/400jours/lontario-souligne-la-journee-louis-riel/> 


