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Part 2: Industrialization & Urbanization until 1900 



1st Phase of Industrialization Continued 

• Why did the 1st phase of industrialization 
happen? 

– Availability of natural resources and agricultural 
products (to make goods) 

– Technology  steam engines 

– Power source  COAL 

– Abundant (cheap) work force  men, women & 
children 

– Financing & Capital  British investment 

– Access to transportation  railways & boats 

 

 

 

 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

• Industrialization helped 
‘kick start’ urbanization: 

– The concentration of 
factory jobs in cities 

– People leaving rural areas 
moves to cities 

– Immigrants choose cities as 
a place to settle 

• All these elements added 
to the growth of cities in 
the late 1800s- early 
1900s 

 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

• How did the 1st phase of 
Industrialization affect the urban 
territory? 
–Working class neighborhoods 

–Business class / ‘upper class’ neighborhoods 

–Widening of Canals 

–Public transportation 
 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

• Working class neighborhoods in Montreal 
during the 1st phase of industrialization 
– Close to factories 

– Unhygienic living conditions 

– Unhealthy housing 

– Overcrowded houses 

– Pollution 

– Floods in the spring 

– Spread of diseases 

– Griffintown, St. Henri, Pointe St. Charles 

 

 
 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

Left & Right: Photographs of working class homes in Montreal  (St. Henri) – 
around 1903. Often times, more than one family would occupy these homes. 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

Duplex row housing in a working class neighborhood 
Gareau Lane- Griffintown, Montreal. 1903 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

Notice the factory smoke stacks near the river and not on the mountain 
Artistic depiction of Montreal (Arial view). 1888 
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Notice the factory smoke stacks near the river 
View of Montreal- South. 1888 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

Flooding in Chaboillez Square-Montreal. 1886 
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Flooding in Chaboillez Square-Montreal. 1886 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

Left: St. Margaret Street –  1910. Streets that were 
not stone or paved could have been considered 
unsanitary (garbage/human waste/animal waste). 
Top: Montreal Pure Milk Company -1910. Horses 
were used regularly. However, their waste may 
have been left on the streets for days while people 
were exposed to the waste. 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

Cartoon: Montreal's Night-
Mayor on his Ghostly 
Rounds. Depicting the state 
of sanitation and spread of 
diseases in Montreal 
working class 
neighborhoods- 1875 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

• Business class neighborhoods in Montreal 
during the 1st phase of industrialization 

– Far away from factories (no pollution) 

– Far away from working class neighborhoods 

– Large houses with running water and 
electricity 

– ‘On the mountain’ – nice view of the city 

–Close to parks 

–Westmount, Outremont, Golden Square Mile 
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Mrs. Snyder’s Residence. Westmount-Montreal. 1894 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

 

 
 

Herbert Holt Residence. Golden Square Mile-Montreal. 1890 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

Mount Royal lookout-Montreal- 1906 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

• Widening of Canals during the 1st phase of 
industrialization in Montreal 
– As industrialization took hold  more ships coming 

to Montreal from Ontario/ Great Lakes 

– More ships passing through Montreal to get to the 
Great Lakes region 

– Larger ships with more cargo 

– Canals built in the early/mid 1800s needed work 

• They needed to be wider 

– The Lachine Canal was widened from 1873-1884 

 

 
 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

Artistic depiction of the Lachine Canal widening. Early 1880s 



Industrialization & Urbanization 

• Public transportation infrastructure in 
Montreal during the 1st phase of 
industrialization 

–Urbanization = growing city/growing 
population in Montreal 

–People need to move from place to place 
quickly to get to work, banks, etc.  

– The city government built streetcars/tramways 
to help move people quickly around Montreal 
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Trolley car- Ste. Catharine Street, Montreal- 1894 
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Electric trolley car snowplough- Montreal- 1895 
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Trolley car crossing under construction- Ste. Catherine Street- Montreal 1893 



Industrialization & Working Conditions 

• During the 1st phase of industrialization  
working conditions were horrible 
– 6 day work weeks of 60 to 70 hours 

– Dangerous / unsanitary work spaces in factories 

• Too cold, too hot, machinery could cut off limbs or worse, 
minimal to no ventilation 

– Physical/verbal abuse from supervisors  

– No sick days  

– No compensation if laid-off 

– Child labour 

– Women & children paid less than men for the same work 

 

 



Weekly salaries in Montréal  1889 
 

Type of work Men Women Children 

Cotton weaving 
 

$4.80-
$6.00 

$4.50-$4.80 $1.50-$5.00 

Clothing/textiles $6.00-
$9.00 

$3.50-$5.00 ----------- 

Tobacco $6.00-
$8.50 

$1.50-$3.75 $1.50-$5.00 

Shoe making $6.00-
$16.00 

$1.50-$7.00 ----------- 
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Inside the foundry room of a factory that builds engines.  
Poorly ventilated and very high temperatures 

Laurie Engine Company, Montreal - 1897 
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Assorting pieces of Ore. Bolton, Quebec 1867 
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Woman ironing collars to be sown on shirts- Montreal 1901 



Industrialization & Working Conditions 

• To influence companies 
and the government  
workers joined together 

• Created UNIONS in the 
late 1800s-ealry 1900s 

• Workers started to use 
pressure tactics to 
influence both companies 
& the government 

• Public protests & strikes 

 

 

Male supervisors, women & children 
workers in a textile shop –Unknown location 
in Quebec- Early 1900s 



Montreal Port Workers Strike 1877 



Lachine Canal Workers strike 1878 



• Unions began operating 
around 1881 

• Knights of Labour (1881) 
became the largest (from 
USA) 

• Starting in 1910  the 
Catholic Church started to 
organize unions  mainly in 
Quebec  response to 
American unions in Quebec 

• Unions were not extremely 
strong until the 1930s 

 

Industrialization & Working Conditions 

Knights of Labour Insignia 



• Unions made demands of 
employers and the 
provincial/federal 
governments 

• Employers tried to stop 
union movements: 

– Fire any union promoters 

– Fire anyone who strikes 

– Use police force to stop 
strikers (strike breakers) 

 

Industrialization & Working Conditions 

Knights of Labour march in Hamilton, 
Ontario. 1880s 



• Government started 
to listen to unions 

• Workers started to 
gain power 

• More workers 
unionized = more 
votes! 

• Government had to 
give into some 
demands 
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Montreal Longshoremen strike (dock 
workers). Montreal - 1903 



• Major Catholic union in Quebec  
Canadian Catholic Confederation of 
Labour 

• Some demands: 

– Family allowances 

–Old age pensions 

–Unemployment insurance 

 

Industrialization & Working Conditions 



• Laws to help workers: 

– 1872: Trade Union Act Legalize Unions 

– 1886: Royal Commission on the relations of Capital 
and Labour  investigate labour issues 

– 1885: Factories Act  limited hours for factory 
workers 

– 1910: employment agencies for unemployed 

 

Industrialization & Working Conditions 



Connections to the Progressions of learning 
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